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REPORT OF THE 


Board of Railroad Commissioners. 


Sir: In conformity with Act No. 89, of the 16th Lec:s- 
lative Assembly of the Territory, creating the Board of Razi- 
road Commissioners, and defining then dutier, is prescriLed 
the one of making a 1eport of various matters, to the Gover- 
nor, we beg leave to 1eport as follows ° 

During the year 1894, this Board has held but one mee*- 
ing, which was held for the purpose of orgamzing. Tt consis‘ 
of Geo N. Gage. of Tempe, President, Reese M Ling, Pres- 
cott, Secretary; and A. H Emanuel and L. Holladay, Tucson, 
members i 

This Board has at various times given notice to large 
shippers and otheis of meetings to he held for the purpose - f 
investigating all charges submitted for consideration, but es 
no charges were filed o complaints made, and thirty days 
notice must he given to the carrier, no necessity for such me-t- 
ings existed, consequently none were held. 

The Statute imposes as one of the duties of this Board, 
the furnishing of a statement of the workings of the differext 
railroad systems, and the relation of railroads to the gener d 
business and prosperity of the citizens of this Territory. 

The past two years have been characterized by the con- 
struction of several internal railroad lines, which ean but cer- 
tainly be of the most paramount importance and great benefit 
to the citizens of Arizona. i 

_ The days of stage travel, and transportation of freight by 
means of wagon trains, have like all relics of the past, been 
superseded, and today the shriek of the flying locomotive, 
echoes and re-echoes, where but a few short years ago, nothing 
save the Apache's war cry or coyote’s bark, disturbed ihe us- 
broken silence. 
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We can but attribute the financial solidity of our Terri- 
tory, whose borders were not invaded by the great crisis of a 
short time ago, to the fact of the construction of the various 
railroads in the territory. 

The most important by far of the railroads constructed 
and in course of construction is the Santa Fe, Prescott and 
Phoenix. The most important, for upon its completion it will 
connect the northern part of our Territory, with its lumber 
and other resources, with the southern part, with its genial 
clime, fruits and other commodities desired by the north, thus 
making the interests of the one, more the interests of the other. 

In its construction, nothing has been spared which goes 
to make up a first class railroad in every particular. The 
road-bed, bridges, rolling stock and management mark this 
road as a model for others. Built upon the most approved 
and scientific principles, with the hest of materials, running 
through the most picturesque part of Yavapai County, and 
managed upon business principles, it certainly is an institu- 
tion of which the people of Arzona may well be proud 
Conceived as it was during the ominous and forbidding growls 
of an impending business depression, its construction was not 
impeded by reason of the crash which followed, nor was ex- 
pense of construction spared, its projectors and builders are 
but justly entitled to no small praise in the rearing of such a 
monument to their perseverance and energy. 

At the present time (December) this company owns 
absolutely, one hundred and fifty miles of single standard 
guage railroad, and eight miles of siding, while the construc- 
is well advanced and will be completed during the month of 
February, 1895, making a first class railway, in every parti- 
cular, from Ash Fork, on the Atlantic & Pacitic, to Phoenix, 
the capital of the Territory. 

Of this railway, 18 miles were constineted in 1892, 4 
miles in 1893, and 93 miles, in 1894. 

To adequately comprehend the stupendousness of this 
undertaking, and amount constructed during the periods 
named, it is necessary to consider the character of the country 
traversed, Crossing the most inacessible mountain ranges of 
northern Arizona, and requiring a grade in numerous places 
of three per cent. its construction is a marvel of eee 
science. 

Not only is the road equipped with eight of ‘the latest i im- 
proved locomotives, six passenger coaches, four combination 
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coaches, six caboose cars, twenty-five standard box and fifty 
flat cars, but all necessary depots, section houses, water tanks 
and telegraph line, are completed and in use. 

The main line is laid with heavy steel rails 65 and 57 
pounds per yard, and there are 2,992 cross ties per mile. 

As a proof of the wisdom of the construction of this road 
it may be said that during the year 1894, 89,172 tons of 
freight and 10,242 passengers were carried by it. 

Among the other roads constructed during the year 1894, 
1s the United Verde & Pacific, which is a 86-mch gauge road, 
25.7 miles in length, from Jerome Junction on the S F.P & 
P. Railway to the mining town of Jerome. 

Although narrow gauge the construction and equipment 
may be judged in a measure by the fact of its cost, which was 
$300,000.00. 

This road is a common carrier, fully and adegately 
equipped for both freight and passenger service It was<com- 
pleted and opened for traffic on November 24, 1898. 

The completion of this road enables the continuous opera- 
tion of the large smelters of the United Verde Copper Com- 
pany, located at Jerome, which heretofore, has been required 
to suspend operations by reason of the difficulty of wagon 
transportation, during the winter months. 

This company employs directly and indirectly about 
1,000 men. and the furnishing to them of employment during 
the three or four months during which their employment has 
formerly ceased, will be of the greatest benefit, not only to 
them, but to the northern part of the Territory. 

In the southern part of the Territory the Gila Valley, 
Globe and Northern Railway has constructed 48 mules of rail- 
way, and the same is now fully equipped and in operation. 

The construction of this road cannot but result in the 
gieatest of benefits to the Territory at large, and 1ts contin- 
vance will make accessible one of the most promising mining 
sections, which by reason of the lack of proper communica- 
tion, has been retarded from attaining the prominence it will 
most certainly attain in the near future. 

The Arizona & South Eastern R R. has built ane the 


year 1894, 19.63 miles of main line and 67 of siding, making 
a total of 20.8 miles. 


The summary of miles built by the different companies 
for 1894, in as follows: 


~~ 
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Santa Fe, Prescott & Phoenix ......., ern 93 miles 

United Verde & Pacific. 2. ..... . 25.7 miles 

Gila Valley. Globe & Northern ue 48 miles 

Arizona & South Eastern... . .. ve... 20 3 miles 
Total . 4. aaa . .. .. 187 miles 


The construction of one hundred and eighty-seven miles of 
railway, 1n this Territory, during a period of financial doubt 
and suspicion, certainly bespeaks volumes for’ the confidence 
existing in the minds of capitalists, in the future prosperity 
of coming Commonweal 

' Having `i in our faint way, endeavored to carry out the 
duty imposed upon this Board to show the effects of the work- 
ings and operations of railroads to the people, we proceed 
with the recommendation portion of our duty. 

We are unable to adequately determine the purpose of 
this Board. 

True we can mvestigate complaints made before us, and 
can meet and organize, and draw our per diem. We may 
have imphed powers, but this is not clear by any provision of 
this Statute. What are the duties ofrailroads? The statute 
is again silent, and they have only the commen law duties 
Assuming a ae cause of complaint for unjust discrimination 


upon the part of a carrier was filed with this Board, charged < ; 


to have been committed by one, wholly within the jurisdic- 
tion of this Territory. How could this Board investigate 
such a charge? Certainly it could not compel the attend- 
ance of any person before ıt, and even though a carrier would 
voluntamly appear and answer the charge What could be 
done, either by this Board or the Territory? As the statute 
makes no provision upon the samea we apprehend, the farce 


“would then be at an end 


This Board does not assume to advise either yourself or 
the Legislature upon this subject, but we would say that 
railroads should be given certain rights and protections in 
the discharge of the duty which they assume and owe to the 
public, while the public should be protected from any op- 
pression or discrimination of the railroads. There is a com- 
mon ground upon which both should meet , each secure in its 
tights, 

The building of railroads hére must of necessity be ac- 
complished under many difficulties which cannot exist in 
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older countries. Their operation is attended by greater ex- 
pense. These facts should be considered in the event of any 
legislation upon the subject. 

The enactment of a law giving this Board certain juris- 
diction of offenses committed by railroads might be beneficial 
to the people. if the offense. were prescribed and defined, 
if the duties of railroads were properly set out. 


A law similar to the provisions of the California consti- 
tution upon the subject, as well as the better parts of the 
Texas statutes upon the subjects should be enacted If such 
a law were enacted, it might not perhaps be out of placeto 
create this Board ex-officio, with the Auditor of the Territorial 
Board of Equahzation. This is suggested merely for the 
reason, that in the event of this Board having at its com- 
mand the means of obtaining information upon the subject, 
it could and would be, perhaps, better informed upon the 
values of the various railroads subject to assessment. 

A matter has heen called to our attention which in jus- 
tice to vailroads should be provided for by the passage of an 

“adequate law upon the subject. 


Our statute provides that a carrier shall have a hen upon 
fi ight moved by it, but no manner 16 provided for the en- 
forcement of this lien, and proceedings must be had as at 
common law. This should be cured by the passage of a law 
iequiring the carrier to give due notice by publication, for say 
a period of thirty days. of the property in its possession for a 
period of ninety days previous, and which notice should de- 
scribe the freight as accurately as possible, together with the 
names of the consignor and consignee and the amount due, 
and set forth the time, terms and place of sale. 


Should you deem it unwise to recommend the enactment 
of a;law which shall inerease o1 define the duties of this 
Board, in view of the lack of any necessity for its ex- 
istence, we can but in justice to the people of the Territory 


recommend the repeal of the law from which it derives its ex- 
istence. : 


Jn conclusion, we desire to express our thanks for infor- 
mation furnished, and favors received at the hands of Ben 
Williams, supermtendent Arizona and Southeastern, A. C. 
Laird, Secretary and Treasurer Gila Valley, Globe and 
Northern; H. J Allen, Secretary United Verde and Pacific; 

_ Major G. W Vaughn, Vice-President and General Manager, 
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and Mr F A. Healey, Auditor, Santa Fe, Prescott and Phoe- į 


nix, and T R Gabel, Superintendent Atlantic and Pacitic 
Respectfully submitted, 

Guo N Gagan, President 

Rees M Ling, Secretary. 


+ 


To Governor L C Hughes 


